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Broadband as Essential Service
“Like electricity a century ago, broadband is
a foundation for economic growth, job
creation, global competitiveness and a
better way of life. It is enabling entire new
industries and unlocking vast new
possibilities for existing ones. It is changing
how we educate children, deliver healthcare,
manage energy, ensure public safety,
engage government, and access, organize
and disseminate knowledge.”
-The National Broadband Plan

Pubic Policy: HB 2173 ( 2019)
The Oregon Broadband Office shall:
• Advocate for the adoption of public policies that remove
barriers to and support broadband infrastructure
deployment to close the continuing digital divide.
• Develop broadband investment and deployment
strategies for unserved and underserved areas.
• Promote private sector, public sector, and cooperative
broadband solutions.
• Support and promote local and regional broadband
planning.

HB 2173 ( 2019)
The Oregon Broadband Office shall:
• Pursue and leverage federal sources of broadband
funding to achieve state broadband goals.
• Manage and award funds allocated to the office for
broadband projects.
• Engage with stakeholders; elected officials,
government officials, healthcare providers,
educators, business, agriculture and other
community leaders, and broadband service
providers; to facilitate communications and
aggregate the demand of the different segments of
the community to help make a business case for
broadband investment.

HB 2173 ( 2019)
The Oregon Broadband Office shall:
• Develop and maintain a broadband map as a
platform for data collection to track the
availability of broadband services and measure
progress as well as other related information and
provide public access to the data.
• Promote digital equity and inclusion.
• Advise the Governor, state agency leaders, and the
Oregon Congressional Delegation on broadband
• Support and coordinate efforts with the
Oregon Broadband Advisory Council.

Oregon Broadband
Advisory Council
Council Mission:
• Encourage coordination and collaboration between
organizations and economic sectors
• Leverage the development and utilization of
broadband for education, workforce development
and telehealth
• Promote broadband utilization by citizens and
communities.
www.broadband-oregon.org

Oregon Broadband
Advisory Council
The council members are community leaders appointed by the
Governor and representing a broad range of sectors and interests
Cities
Jeremy Pietzold (City of Sandy)
Counties
David Yamamoto (Tillamook County)
Service Providers
W. Holmes, J. Franell, R. Petersen
Tribes
Lonny Macy
Educators
Anne Carloss
Economic Development
Dave Sabala
Public Safety
Major Tom Worthy (OSP)
Healthcare
Dr. Miles Ellenby
State CIO
Vacant
ODOT
Vacant
Consumers / Public-at-Large Vacant
Public Utility Commission
Commissioner Stephen Bloom
Also
State House of Representatives Representative Pam Marsh
State Senate
Senator Arnie Roblan
www.broadband-oregon.org

Public Policy
Existing Public Policy
• “…it is the goal of this state to promote access to
broadband services for all Oregonians in order to
improve the economy in Oregon, improve the quality of
life in Oregon communities and reduce the economic
gap between Oregon communities that have access to
broadband digital applications and services and those
that do not…”
[ORS 759.016(1)]
• “It is the policy of the State of Oregon to promote,
facilitate and encourage activities, projects and
businesses that improve Oregon's Internet Protocol
network infrastructure, performance and connectivity
to the Internet backbone network and World Wide Web
for the benefit of Oregon's commercial, educational,
governmental and individual users.” (SJR 19 (2007))

Opportunities
• Source of funding for planning, engineering
and building infrastructure
• Source of matching funds for federal and
private foundation loan and grant programs
• Technical assistance
• Data collection and reporting
• Networking (building a community of interest)
• Education
• Digital Inclusion

Link Oregon
• Link Oregon is a non-profit consortium of Oregon’s
state government and four research universities –
OHSU, Oregon State University, Portland State
University, and the University of Oregon – together
with the existing Network for Research &
Education in Oregon (NERO).
• Link Oregon will operate a statewide, fiber-optic
network to support the founding partners’ diverse
public missions, including enhancing research and
innovation, education, healthcare and public
services for all Oregonians.
www.linkoregon.org

FirstNet
FirstNet is an independent authority within the
U.S. Department of Commerce.
Authorized by Congress in 2012 to develop, build
and operate the nationwide wireless broadband
network that equips first responders to save
lives and protect U.S. communities.
Contracted with AT&T.
www.firstnet.gov

www.broadband.oregon.gov

Thank You
Christopher Tamarin
Telecommunications Strategist
Oregon Broadband Office
Oregon Business Development Department
121 SW Salmon Street, Suite 205
Portland, Oregon 97204
503 508-0178
christopher.tamarin@oregon.gov

