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2022 OREGON CONNECTIONS TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE
“Oregon Connections: Navigating the Funding Flood”
DATES: Thursday and Friday, October 6 and 7, 2022
TIMES: Thursday, 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM, and Friday 7:30 AM to 1:30 PM
Time

Thursday, October 6

Activity

Presenters

8:00 – 8:45

Registration, Continental Breakfast
Grand Ballroom

8:45 – 9:00

Welcome and Introductions –
Grand Ballroom
Joe Franell – Blue Mountain Networks
Diane Garcia – Juniper Networks

Angela Siefer – National Digital
Inclusion Alliance

Keynote Presentation
9:00 – 10:15 Grand Ballroom

10:15 – 10:30

Break / Room Transition

General Session Panel #1
10:30 – 11:45 Grand Ballroom


Moderator: Jim Teece – Project A

A Tipping Point
Given the current level of anticipated
federal funding, how will the vision of
ubiquitous, equitable, and secure
broadband be achieved?

Panelists:
Angela Siefer – National Digital
Inclusion Alliance (NDIA)
Ted Case – Oregon Rural Electric Cooperative
Association (ORECA)
Jessica Epley – Ziply Fiber
Jennifer Redman – City of Portland
Todd Stiller – Lumen Technologies
Bruce Zimmerman – Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla Indian Reservation
Chris Walker – NoaNet Washington

11:45 – 12:00

Break / Room Transition

12:00 – 1:20

Oregon Connections Awards Luncheon
Grand Ballroom
Sponsored by
Astound Business Solutions, Hunter Communications
and EnerTribe

1:20 – 1:45

Break / Room Transition:
Session – Funding Application Workshop

1:45 – 3:15 Session Description: Federal funding programs
Cosmos I Room
Moderator: Pam Berrian, City of Eugene
Panelists:
John Holman – U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
Eric Forsch –
National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA)

Session – Funded Project Implementation
Session Description: Managing for successful funded
project implementation and deliverables

Grand Ballroom
Moderator: Adam Haas –
Rabbit Communications
Panelists:
Forest James – EnerTribe, Inc.
Anne Fifield – City of Eugene
Jacob Callister – Lane Council
of Governments

Break / Room Transition

3:15 – 3:30

Session – Funding Application Workshop

Session – Navigating Funding Opportunities

3:30 – 5:00 Session Description: State of Oregon administered Session Description: Identifying and applying for
Cosmos I Room

broadband funding

funding programs

Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Brian McGuirk – Oregon
Moderator: Duke Dexter – Clackamas County
Broadband Office-Business Oregon
Panelists:
Buzzy Nielsen – State Library of Oregon
Michael DeHart – Oregon Broadband
Office-Business Oregon

Panelists:
Pat Gault – JSI
John MacDonald – Public Utility District of
Okanogan County WA
Mariel Triggs – MuralNet

5:20 – 7:00

Exhibitor Fair and Reception
Grand Ballroom
Sponsored by LS Networks

Time

Friday, October 7

Activity

7:30 – 8:30

Presenters

Registration, Breakfast Buffet, Exhibitors’ Tables
Grand Ballroom
General Session #2 Keynote Speaker

8:30 – 9:30 Grand Ballroom

Russ Elliott – Siskiyou Telephone
Company

Broadband Evolution
9:30 – 9:40 Next session setup
General Session Panel #3

Moderator: Diane Garcia – Juniper Networks

9:40 – 11:40 Grand Ballroom

Panelists:
Curtis Knittle – CableLabs

Solution Technologies
 Wireline
 Fiber
 Middle Mile
 Terrestrial Wireless

Steve Corbató – Link Oregon
Michael Wynschenk – Hunter Communications
Eric Mitch – Astound Broadband
Jerry Lucas – Ciena
Tom Ferris – Alliance Communications
Prasad Kodaypak – Radisys

11:40 – 11:50 Next session setup
General Session Panel #4
11:50 – 12:50 Grand Ballroom
State Public Policy
 Oregon Broadband Advisory
Council – Broadband in Oregon
 Oregon State Policy, Legislation
and State Funding

Moderator: Daniel Holbrook – Oregon Broadband
Office-Business Oregon
Panelists: Members of the
Oregon Broadband Advisory Council
Representative Pam Marsh – Oregon House of
Representatives
Commissioner David Yamamoto-Tillamook County
Rick Petersen – PEAK Internet
Krystal Stone – Klamath Tribes

12:50 – 1:20 General Session Conclusion
Grand Ballroom
Future Outlook: The next five years
1:20 – 1:30

1:30

Jim Teece – Project A, and
Oregon Connections
Telecommunications Conference, Inc.

Conference Wrap-up
and Prize Drawing

Adjourn

As of 9/21/22

Thank You!

Oregon Connections Speakers
As of 9/21/2022

Keynote Speaker
Angela Siefer
Angela Siefer is the executive director of the National Digital Inclusion Alliance. Angela has
been working in the field we now call digital inclusion since 1997. From physically setting up
computer labs in underserved areas and managing local digital inclusion programs to consulting
for the US Department of Commerce and testifying before Congress, Angela develops national
strategies and solutions from the ground up.
In 2015, Angela helped found the National Digital Inclusion Alliance, a unified voice for home
broadband access, public broadband access, personal devices, and local technology training
and support programs. Angela serves on the Board of Directors of the Schools, Health, &
Libraries Broadband Coalition.
Government Technology Magazine named Angela one of their Top 25 Doers, Dreams, and
Drivers of 2019, and in 2021, the UCC Media Justice Ministry awarded her the Parker Award.

Thursday
General Session Panel #1
Jim Teece (Moderator)
Jim Teece is the President and CEO of Project A, a global ecommerce digital agency and
software developer, founded with his wife in 1990. Current clients include McMenamins,
BEARPAW shoes and Dr. Martens, City of Ashland, Ashland Chamber of Commerce and over
600 more.
Jim is the President and CEO of Ashland Home Net, Ashland’s largest Internet Service Provider
(ISP), Cable TV and Phone company with thousands of happy customers on the Ashland Fiber
Network. They also provide high-speed wireless internet for thousands of rural residents in
Southern Oregon via Rogue Broadband and Umpqua Broadband. In 2021 they launched
a Managed Home Wi-Fi service at ManagedHomeNet.com that works with any ISP.
Jim is a partner in Art Authority LLC, A company that prints and frames museum quality
reproductions from museums around the world via the website 1000Museums.com.
Jim is the publisher of the Southern Oregon Business Journal.
Jim is an innovator, public speaker, and educator. He has a best-selling app in the app store,
“Art Authority” and has created community services such as TodayInAshland.com,
be.alocalhero.com and FreBa.com.
Jim is very active in the community. He currently serves on the board of directors for Peoples
Bank, Rogue Valley Manor, Southern Oregon University Foundation, Southern Oregon
Historical Society, Talent Maker City, Northwest Telecommunications Association and Oregon
Connections Telecommunications Conference Inc. Former board appointments have included

the Ashland Independent Film Festival, Ashland Chamber of Commerce, the Southern Oregon
Telecommunications and Technology Council, Asante Foundation, Jefferson Public Radio,
Jackson County Fair and Expo, and Software Association of Oregon.
Jim and his wife Dena run all their businesses together and have two young adult children and
two grandchildren living in Harrisburg and Corvallis, Oregon. Jim & Dena live on a 30-acre
ranch in Ashland with lots of animals and high-speed wireless internet.
Ted Case
Ted Case is the Executive Director of the Oregon Rural Electric Cooperative Association, a
position he has held since 2009. A native Oregonian, Ted spent 20 years in Washington D.C.,
where he served as committee staff on Capitol Hill. He also served 12 years with the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association where he focused on telecommunications issues. Ted
has a Masters in writing from Johns Hopkins University and is the author of two books: Power
Plays – which chronicles the history of electric cooperatives and the U.S. presidency; and Poles,
Wires and War, a history of rural electrification in Vietnam during the war. He lives in Wilsonville
with his wife Nicole and two children.
Jessica Epley – Ziply Fiber
Jessica Epley is the Vice President of Regulatory and External Affairs at Ziply Fiber, a
Northwest leader in fiber internet, focusing on rural and underserved communities. Jessica
leads the civic partnerships program, leads Federal, State and Local regulatory compliance,
serves as Ziply Fiber’s corporate lobbyist, and is a corporate investment strategy advisor.
Formerly the government and external affairs manager for Frontier Communications, Jessica
supported Ziply Fiber’s acquisition of Frontier’s Northwest network assets in 2020. She currently
serves on the Oregon Universal Service Fund Advisory Board, the Oregon Telecommunications
Association Board of Directors, and the Oregon Utility Notification Center Board of Directors.
Outside of the broadband space, Jessica serves as the Chair of the Rivermark Community
Credit Union Supervisory Committee. In her spare time, she enjoys spending time with her
husband Michael exploring the world and trying to keep up with her teenage children, Brandon
and Madisyn.
Jennifer Redman – City of Portland
Jennifer Redman is the Community Broadband Program Manager for the City of Portland. She
views affordable broadband access as a utility essential to thriving urban regions. She is
completing a Master of Urban Studies with a concentration in economic development at PSU’s
Toulan School, with thesis work on how cities provision broadband. Jennifer is a Jane Jacobs
enthusiast who believes that urban centers must be leaders in innovative problem-solving for
equitable economic and community development. Fast, affordable internet access for everyone
is key.
Jennifer spent 25 years working in IT managing infrastructure teams and providing IT systems
architecture consulting services. An advocate for women in IT, she founded the Hackathon for
Good – now 13 years running at the Grace Hopper Conference – and ran a Google Summer of
Code (GSOC) program for several years. She has worked on the national staff of a successful
presidential campaign, and once bought a one-way ticket to Nairobi, Kenya to begin a year of
independent travel.

Todd Stiller – Lumen Technologies
Todd Stiller is the Director of Programs and Strategy at Lumen Technologies. He has been
employed in the telecommunications industry for the past 20 years. During that time, he has
worked in various roles including leading teams in the call centers, the field, marketing, sales,
and enablement. In his most recent role, he evaluates potential build locations, as well as
overseeing the Grants Program for the West Region of the company.
Prior to joining the company Todd was in the United States Air Force where he specialized in
areas of Mobility and Logistics.
Todd is passionate about corporate citizenship and giving back to the community. He is actively
involved in both the United Way and The Salvation Army. In 2019, Todd was the recipient of
The Salvation Army Others Award, the highest civilian honor awarded by the Salvation Army.
Todd currently lives in Seattle and enjoys spending time with his wife Martha travelling and
exploring the Pacific Northwest
Bruce Zimmerman – Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation
Bruce Zimmerman, CPA, is the Tax Administrator for the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla
Indian Reservation and has over 30 years of experience in the area of taxation, with over 25
years specializing in the field of ad valorem and utility property taxes. Since 1996, he has
managed the tribal utility taxation system for the Umatilla Indian Reservation.
Chris Walker – NoaNet
Chris has been with NoaNet since 2001. As Strategic Executive Director of Infrastructure
Strategy, he delivers on network growth and expansion, strategic planning, capital development
of the outside plant, and broadband planning for emerging public benefit networks. Chris has
acted as department head for many of NoaNet’s critical functions, including Network Operations
and Engineering, Outside Plant Construction, Network Operations Center, Professional
Services, and Community Outreach. He was the executive director of the NoaNet BTOP
construction build-out and sets the network facilities’ architectural direction throughout the state.
Before NoaNet, Chris served 12 years in the armed forces.

Thursday 1:45 PM – 3:15 PM Sessions
Pam Berrian (Moderator)
Pam has been with the City of Eugene over 20 years, initially in the City Manager’s Office
staffing the Mayor and City Council. Currently, Pam is Eugene’s Telecommunications Program
Manager in the IT Division. She is involved in licensing long-term users of the public rights of
way, typically telecommunications and cable companies but also other utilities, and railroads.
She assists private companies who wish to contract for the use of City property for fiber or
wireless installations, oversees the cable TV franchise which provides 4 community TV
channels, and oversees an internal grant funding program for new City telecommunications
technology pilot projects of community benefit, including municipal broadband accessibility and
digital inclusion initiatives.

Pam is Past-President of the Oregon Chapter of National Telecommunications Officers and
Advisors (NATOA) and was an elected member of the NATOA’s national board of directors for 2
terms. She serves on ad hoc committees such as NATOA’s Broadband Committee and
Policy/Legal Committee, the League of Oregon Cities’ Telecommunications Advisory
Committee, and the multi-government Oregon Regional Fiber Consortium. She was a 4-year
Governor-appointed member of the Oregon Telecommunications Coordinating Council and was
a 4-year appointee of the US Department of Interior to the BLM grants advisory committee for
the Lane-Linn-Benton region, disbursing grants for critical water and land improvement projects.
Pam is a long-time member of the American Public Works Association and served on its Donald
C. Stone Project Credentialing Council. In 2020, she began a 4-year term as a member of the
Board of Directors of the Oregon Citizens Utility Board, a statewide subscriber advocacy
organization established by Oregon law. She is a past recipient of the Oregon Connections
Broadband Project Team Award, and the Edwin B. Parker Enduring Achievement Award. She
holds a Master of Arts Degree in Social Psychology from the University of California, Davis.
Pam’s program website is at www.eugene-or.gov/telecom and she can be reached at 541-6825590.
John Holman
John Holman is the general field rep for RUS telecom programs covering the states of Oregon
and Washington. He previously worked for Rural Development in Oregon as a Business and
Cooperative Programs Specialist and the Energy Coordinator for the past 18 years. John is a
veteran of the U.S. Navy.
Eric Forsch – National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
Eric Forsch joined the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) in
August 2022, as a Federal Program Officer (FPO) for the State of Idaho and Oregon. As an
FPO, Eric is responsible for supporting the Broadband Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD)
program for Idaho and Oregon in support of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to deliver Internet
for All Americans. In this role, he is responsible for coordinating efforts with broadband
stakeholders and partners including state, local, and community leaders, as well as internal
NTIA offices and Department of Commerce (DOC) bureaus to achieve program goals of
ensuring every Idahoan and Oregonian has access to affordable, high-speed internet.
Previously, Eric managed the Office of Broadband for the State of Idaho, overseeing grant
programs that connected more than 35,000 household to broadband infrastructure and leading
the state’s efforts on broadband deployment. In addition, Eric has over a decade of experience
working in various economic development roles assisting businesses and communities with
their site location, workforce, community engagement, infrastructure, and planning needs.

Adam Haas (Moderator)
Adam Haas is Principal/Member Manager of Rabbit Communications LLC. Adam is a seasoned,
results-oriented executive consultant with a broad range of telecommunications management
experience, both domestically and internationally. With over 40 years’ experience in the
broadband, wireless and cable TV fields, he specializes in launching broadband initiatives.

Early in his career, he served as Executive Vice President, Regional General Manager for
Rogers Cable TV of Portland. He later moved to the United Kingdom where he developed cable
TV/Telephony operations. Returning to the US in 1993, he launched GST HOME, a company
offering phone, cable TV and security services and he later launched a high-speed wireless
Internet service for apartment communities.
In recent years, he has focused on public safety radio as well as bringing broadband to rural
communities, especially Tribal Nations. He has worked with a number of Oregon Tribal Nations,
including the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla
Indian Reservation (CTUIR); the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde and the Coquille Indian
Tribe.
In 2009, Adam helped secure a $5.4 million ARRA Broadband Stimulus award for the Warm
Springs Tribes to build out a tribally owned broadband telecommunications company; there he
served as the interim General Manager to launch the operation. Adam is serving his second
term on the Governor appointed State Interoperability Executive Counsel representing the nine
Tribal Nations of Oregon. He is currently involved in the Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program
through NTIA. He also serves as the vice chair on the board of directors for the Oregon
Connections Conference.
Adam loves to sail, mountain climb and run…. just about anything in the great outdoors! He is
blessed with two adult children, Jacob and Leah.
Forest James

An artistic thinker from childhood, Forest has a creative and diverse secular
background, ranging from 20+ years in film and entertainment to planning, funding, and
building infrastructure projects for native and rural America. Forest is an enrolled citizen
of the Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation and has spent many years in and around tribal government
and tribal business. He has 10 years of experience as a wireless engineer, designing
and constructing city-wide and reservation-wide Wireless Internet Service Providers
(WISP). In recent years, Forest represents a consortium of Native American- and
woman-owned companies that assist in the stabilization of intergovernmental
infrastructure projects, assist in the mediation between federal agencies, state
agencies, tribal governments, and tribal businesses. To tribes, he has helped execute
planning, funding, and build efforts with the goal of economic diversity for our tribal
communities. To providers, Forest helps structure and mitigate risk for projects and
investments throughout Indian Country. Forest can assist in the successful execution of
federal, state, and private funded infrastructure projects (e.g., energy,
telecommunications, data centers, and agriculture).
In the past, Forest spent 8 years as the Vice President of Datasat Technologies for
North America where he was in charge of product development, contract manufacturing,
new vertical formation, and product offerings. Forest spends a great deal of time
assisting communities with telecommunications infrastructure, data centers, renewable
energy, and large-scale agriculture.

Anne Fifield – City of Eugene

Anne is the Economic Development Manager at the City of Eugene. She has almost 20
years of experience as an economics consultant in Oregon, where she provided
economic analysis for local and regional governments across the country. Anne works
in the City’s Community Development Division, which implements the City’s economic
development initiatives. She was the City’s lead staff person to build the EUGNet fiber
network in the downtown and is currently working to create a citywide plan to ensure the
whole community has access to broadband services. In addition to broadband, Anne
works on entrepreneurship initiatives, redevelopment projects, the City’s brownfields
program, and other topics that affect the community’s economic prosperity.
Jacob Callister – Lane Council of Governments
Jacob is a Principal Planner, and Broadband Lead with the Lane Council of Governments
(LCOG) in Eugene, Oregon. Jacob staffs the Regional Fiber Consortium, leasing and managing
hundreds of miles of dark fiber held in common by over a dozen jurisdictions in southwestern
Oregon. Jacob directs, and oversaw the recent expansion of, the Park Place Interconnect, a
carrier neutral interconnection facility in downtown Eugene (formerly known as “The WIX”).
Jacob has directly contributed to numerous broadband projects in Lane County including the
recent successful design and deployment of the open access “EUGNet” network in downtown
Eugene, and the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) Grant received by
LCOG in 2009, which deployed hundreds of miles of fiber to anchor institutions in three large
counties in Southwestern, Oregon.

Thursday 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM Sessions
Brian McGuirk (Moderator)
Brian is a Project Coordinator with the Oregon Broadband Office. Prior to joining OBO he was
Multnomah County Library’s Digital Equity & Learning Librarian planning and teaching the
Welcome to Computers program and serving as a planner for the area’s Digital Inclusion
Network before moving to policy work for the Director’s Office. Earlier work included similar
roles for the Oregon Health Authority, PCC Library, and State Library of Oregon. Brian has a
Masters’ degree in in Information Policy from the University of Michigan’s School of Information
and lives with his family in Northeast Portland.
Buzzy Nielsen – State Library of Oregon
Buzzy Nielsen is the Program Manager, Library Support & Development Services
at Oregon State Library based in Salem, Oregon. He joined the State Library in September
2020 to serve as Library Support’s first full-time manager since 2012. Prior to his current
position, Buzzy worked at public, school, and academic libraries in Michigan and Oregon,
including in Coos, Crook, Curry, and Hood River Counties.
Michael DeHart – Oregon Broadband Office-Business Oregon
Michael joined the Oregon Broadband Office as a Programs Coordinator in 2021. He previously
worked in a similar role for the State of Vermont, coordinating multiple grant programs focused
on closing the digital divide throughout the largely rural Green Mountain State. Michael first

moved to Oregon in 2013 to work for as a member of the RARE AmeriCorps program
administered by the University of Oregon’s Institute for Policy Research and Engagement.
Michael holds a Masters’ degree in Community and Regional Planning from the University of
Oregon and currently resides in Portland, Oregon.

Duke Dexter (Moderator)
Duke Dexter manages the Clackamas Broadband eXchange (CBX) for Clackamas County. CBX
is an enterprise program within the Technology Services Division of Clackamas County that
provides point to point connectivity over dark fiber. CBX started as a Broadband Technology
Opportunity Program (BTOP) Grant in 2010 but has continued to grow utilizing partnerships
within the region to further expand the fiber network to greatly increase the broadband capacity
of the County. CBX has nearly 400 miles of fiber cable deployed that provide state of the art
connectivity to both public and private entities. Currently, CBX is focused on deploying another
500 miles of fiber cable infrastructure to rural areas within Clackamas County to help erase the
digital divide that can isolate remote citizens and hinder their progress in the 21 st century.
Patrick Gault – JSI
Pat Gault is the Chief Revenue Officer at JSI, a consulting and broadband solutions leader.
Prior to joining JSI, Pat honed his sales and marketing skills with various telecom equipment
and software companies. Most recently he was a sales director for Ciena Corporation, where he
sold Ethernet switching, optical transport, network automation and software solutions to rural
telecom companies throughout the western United States. He also spent time at Cyan (which
was acquired by Ciena in 2015), Ekinops Corporation, Tellabs Corporation, White Rock
Networks, and Cisco Systems.
“Pat has been in our rural space for a long time,” said JSI CEO Tasos Tsolakis. “His combined
financial and technical expertise will allow him to partner with JSI’s clients as they continue to
grow their broadband networks and services.”
Pat is a graduate of Purdue University, where he received his bachelor’s degree in electrical
engineering, and of North Central College, where he completed a master’s in computer science.
He is based in Littleton, Colorado.
John MacDonald – Public Utility District of Okanogan County WA
John MacDonald is the Manager of Broadband Services for the Public Utility District #1 of
Okanogan County (Okanogan PUD) where he oversees the operations of the PUD's Broadband
Department. Hired in 2005 as a Network Engineer, John has been directly involved in growing
the PUD’s network from a fledgling deployment with only a handful of wholesale optical and
wireless clients to a network consisting of over 500 cable miles of fiber serving over 500 fiber
customers and wireless infrastructure serving over 3000 wireless customers. During his almost
30 years in the Telecom/Broadband industry, Mr. MacDonald previously worked for Columbia
Fiber Solutions, Accordion Networks, Avista Communications, Itron Inc., and Toshiba America
Information Systems.

Mariel Triggs – MuralNet
Mariel Triggs is the hands-on CEO of MuralNet, a nonprofit that has worked with over one
hundred Tribes to control their internet access future. The MuralNet team and partners
specialize in spectrum licensing, funding efforts, deployments, partnerships, and educational
efforts. Prior to her work at MuralNet, Mariel was an engineer, educator, and researcher,
pushing innovation in STEM classrooms through online, effective, data-based curriculum. Due
to MuralNet’s effective collaborations with Tribes, Mariel has written numerous articles and has
spoken to Tribal, state and federal governments including testifying in front of a Congress
subcommittee hearing on building a comprehensive approach to spectrum policy.

Friday
General Session Panel #2
Russ Elliott
Russ Elliott is the Chief Executive Officer of Siskiyou Telephone Company, an independent
telecommunications company serving Western Siskiyou County California since 1896.
Russ served as the first Director of the Washington State Broadband Office in the State’s
Department of Commerce. The Broadband Office was established by the Legislature to develop
and improve affordable, quality broadband throughout Washington state to drive job creation,
promote innovation, improve economic vitality, and expand markets for Washington businesses.
Russ led the work to achieve goals including serving the growing needs of Washington’s
education, health care and public safety systems; industries and business; governmental
operations and residents, and to improve broadband access for unserved communities and
populations.
Russ also served as Broadband Manager for the State of Wyoming and developed Wyoming’s
Broadband Plan, facilitated broadband mapping, implemented a broadband infrastructure grant
program, and helped guide legislation aimed at expanding coverage throughout Wyoming.
Before his work in the public sector, Russ spent 11 years working to connect rural communities
to quality, affordable internet while serving as President of Brainstorm Internet. Concurrently, he
served on the Colorado Innovation Council and Colorado’s Public Utility Commission Telecom
Advisory Group and chaired the telecommunications committee for Club 20 of Western
Colorado for seven years.

Friday
General Session Panel #3
Diane Garcia (Moderator)
With an extensive background in Telecommunications, Diane Garcia has been involved in
various stages of Telecommunications sales, service, and support for over 27 years. Much of
that time has been spent in the Washington and Oregon areas, where she is currently a Virtual
Strategic Account Manager for Juniper Networks in Eugene, Oregon.
Her industry experience includes Network Planning, Network Engineering, Project Management,
and Outside Plant Engineering. Her ability to effectively utilize her needs analysis skills to

determine and propose the best communications paths her clients should be heading toward,
have gained her very high level of customer trust and loyalty.
Dr. Curtis Knittle - CableLabs
Dr. Curtis Knittle is the Vice President of Wired Technologies at CableLabs, the non-profit
research & development lab funded by the global cable industry. Curtis and his team are
responsible for specifying scalable deployment solutions in both hybrid fiber coax and all-fiber
access networks for CableLabs’ member companies. DOCSIS® technologies, Distributed
CCAP Architectures, Point-to-Point Coherent Optics, and Coherent Passive Optical Networking
are a few current high priority projects under his leadership.
Steve Corbató
Steve Corbató serves as Executive Director of Link Oregon (the service name for the Oregon
Fiber Partnership), the non-profit organization formed by Oregon’s four largest research
universities and state government to develop a high-speed, statewide broadband network in
support of the founding partners’ missions of education, research, healthcare, and public
service. Prior to assuming this role in 2018, he was Chief Technology Officer with responsibility
for IT infrastructure at OHSU. Corbató has nearly three decades of experience around Internetbased network development and deployment. While at the University of Utah (2006-2015), he
served as a member of the governing board of the long-standing Utah Education Network (now
UETN) and launched two partnerships with public transportation agencies for access to optical
fiber and conduit for network expansion. Earlier at the Internet2 non-profit organization, he led
the national, high-speed network supporting U.S. research and education. Previously, while at
the University of Washington, he was a member of the steering group that developed the
Washington State K-20 Network connecting all sectors of public and higher education. He has
served as a board and advisory committee member for multiple networking organizations and
government agencies over his career. Steve currently is a board member for the Northwest
Access Exchange (NWAX), the non-profit Internet exchange serving the Portland metropolitan
area and the board chair for The Quilt, the national affinity group of regional research &
education networks.
Michael Wynschenk – Hunter Communications
Michael Wynschenk joined Hunter Communications in April 2020 as Chief Executive Officer.
Michael is a seasoned executive with senior leadership experience spanning wireline and
wireless carriers. He has more than 30 years of experience in the telecommunications and
cable industry, and a strong track record of growth acceleration and value creation. Most
recently, he was a regional business operations leader in the northeastern U.S. at Altice
Technical Services. He has also held leadership roles at Frontier Communications,
BendBroadband, Alaska Communications, Verizon Business, and AT&T/Lucent Technologies.
Wynschenk earned his Master of Business Administration degree from Cal State - San
Francisco.
Michael and his wife Cathy have two children, Andrew who lives in Portland Maine, and Alexa
who lives in Denver, Colorado.

Eric Mitch – Astound Broadband
Eric Mitch is Vice President of Sales Engineering, a dedicated, hands-on and influential
telecommunications and Cable MSO industry executive with 25 years of experience in
commercial and residential network engineering/operations, architecture, and solution sales.
He has the ability to deliver on expectation of steering the product and business development
teams, while interfacing with industry connections, peers, department heads and C-suite
executives to sustain a reputation for being innovative.
He is adept at co-developing products and designing pricing models for new products for Carrier
and commercial services.
He is a forward thinking leader and executive that is constantly looking for opportunities to
improve the team and the organization Resourceful and results-focused team and operations
leader, manager and visionary with expertise in innovation, change management, product
development, program management, and delivering countless IRR, financial, and
engineering/architecture models to rebuild and consolidate networks.
Eric is an analytical, methodical and forward-thinking team player seeking to leverage a strong
technical background in telecommunications into a continued career in the telecom space as a
sales, technical, and industry leader, focused on working in the service provider space or in the
vendor community advocating for commercial services, broadband, small cell services and
SDN/NFV.
Jerry Lucas – Ciena
Seasoned in sales and technical aspects of the Energy/Utility markets, Jerry Lucas brings more
than 20 years’ experience in the Internet of Things, Edge Compute, Fog Compute, Data
Analytics, AI, ML, and Network Security to the Northwest territory. As a relationship driven
leader, Jerry passionately excels in business development, sales process management, and
corporate development. Over the past 20 years, Jerry's professional experiences have allowed
him to become a trusted adviser to clients and partners alike, building strong and lasting
relationships. Jerry has had speaking engagements to national leaders in Singapore, Thailand,
Brunei, and the President’s Office of Taiwan. Jerry has an AS, graduate honors in Data
Communications from Foothill College, Silicon Valley, numerous Cisco certifications and is
proud to have served in the US Army and has Training Certifications in Data Communications
and Medical fields.
Thomas Ferris
Tom Ferris, Director, Wireless Broadband is responsible for sales and product management for
the Alliance Communications’ broadband product lines in the United States. Tom has almost 30
years of experience in the technology industry with the last 15 years focused on wireless.
Tom provides a unique perspective to our business because he has worked with broadband
wireless manufacturers (Western Multiplex, Redline Communications) and he has run a wireless
systems integration long standing industry relations. Mr. Ferris resides in Northern, NJ with his
family, and when not at work is an avid cyclist and mountaineering enthusiast.

Prasad Kodaypak – Radisys
Prasad Kodaypak is Technical Solutions Director. Prior to joining Radisys, Prasad worked at
AT&T CTO Labs for 11 years in several technical leadership and management roles, with focus
on 5G/4G/3G Wireless Networking Platforms, E2E Solutions Architecture, Lab/Field Design and
Certification, Commercial/Regulatory/ Roaming/IoT Mobility Services Deployment and driving
Innovation. Before moving to AT&T Labs, Prasad spent 15 years at Ericsson in Design and
Development of Wireless and Optical Access Systems, leading applications/services execution
strategy for global service providers. Prasad has participated in several
industry/academia/startups sponsored research, technical panel discussions hosted by industry
leading forums, published and presented at trade shows and conferences.
Prasad has 90+ granted US Patents in Wireless Communications with several pending. Prasad
is a Senior Member of IEEE and an invited member in several technical review committees for
international journals in broadband/computer networking technologies.
Prasad holds a Bachelor’s degree in Electronics & Communications Engineering as well as
double Master’s degrees in Electrical Engineering with specializations in Optical and Wireless
Communications.

Friday
General Session Panel #4
Daniel Holbrook (Moderator)
Daniel Holbrook is Oregon’s Broadband Manager for the Oregon Broadband Office within
Business Oregon, which is both an honor and commitment. Broadband is critical to future
economic and community development which is why he works to connect Oregon’s
unconnected and underserved. He has been with Businesses Oregon since the fall of 2016.
Daniel has a Bachelor of Science degree in Geography as well as a Master’s degree in City and
Regional Planning from the University of Memphis. In addition to his education, Daniel has two
decades of experience in land use and infrastructure planning, management, and geographic
information systems. Daniel is also an active member with American Institute of Certified
Planners and serves on the Dayton City Council.
Oregon State Representative Pam Marsh

Representative Pam Marsh was first elected to House District 5 in southern Jackson
County in November 2016. She has been a member of the Oregon Broadband Advisory
Council since 2017 and received the Excellence in Telecommunications
Policy/Legislation Award from the Oregon Connections Telecommunications
Conference in 2019. Her membership on OBAC and experience managing a business
in rural Southern Oregon motivated her efforts to close the digital divide. She authored
House Bill 2173 (2019) to establish the state Broadband Office, and House Bill 4092
(2022), which set Oregon’s course for broadband expansion, and she has been Chief
Sponsor of bills addressing broadband infrastructure challenges. Among several current
legislative committee appointments, Pam serves on the Joint Committee on Information
Management and Technology.

Tillamook County Commissioner David Yamamoto
David Yamamoto was elected as Tillamook County Commissioner in November 2016 where he
and his wife, Terrie, reside in Pacific City. David spent 20 years as a long-term care specialist
after which he became an Oregon Real Estate Broker. Prior to that, David worked in the forest
products industry for more than 20 years.
David feels it is important give back to his community and enjoys his many volunteer activities,
some of which include: Chair, Pacific City/Woods Community Advisory Committee and Chair of
their Land Use Committee; Chair, Tillamook County Futures Council; Citizen at Large, Oregon
Territorial Sea Plan Advisory Committee; Citizen at Large, NW Area Commission on
Transportation; Pacific City-Nestucca Valley Chamber of Commerce 2012 Volunteer of the
Year; and Tillamook County Economic Development Council Small Business Advisory
Committee. David graduated from college in California with a BA in psychology.
Rick Petersen
Rick Petersen is President and Chief Executive Officer for Casco Communications, Inc. (doing
business as PEAK Internet). Casco is a wholly owned subsidiary of Consumers Power, Inc., a
member owned electric cooperative. Rick has worked in the utility industry for over 44 years
including over 20 years of experience with an Oregon independent telephone company with
interests in cable TV, broadband, business telephone systems and cellular licenses. Rick serves
on the board of Directors of the Northwest Telecommunications Association (NWTA), CoEnergy
Propane, Linn Benton Community College Foundation and the Linn-Co Federal Credit Union.
Rick is a lifetime resident of Oregon and remains committed to closing the Digital Divide.
Krystal Stone
Krystal Stone, an enrolled member of the Klamath Tribes, was born and raised in Oregon and
now resides near her tribal homelands in Chiloquin. Krystal began her career in telecom in 2013
with Astound (formerly CoastCom), and still works with the company today. She participates in
and advises the Oregon Broadband Action Team, Oregon Connections Conference Planning
Committee, Oregon Universal Service Fund Advisory Board, and Chairs the Lake and Klamath
County Broadband Action Team. Krystal is seen by her peers and mentors as a local champion
for broadband and she truly believes in digital equality for all communities regardless of size.
She has seen firsthand the stark contrast between a served and unserved/underserved
community.
Outside of telecom, Krystal runs a junior high football team, is helping create a food co-op in
Chiloquin, builds affordable housing in her community, and works with South Central Oregon
Economic Development District (SCOEDD).

Friday
General Session Conclusion
Jim Teece
Jim Teece is the President and CEO of Project A, a global ecommerce digital agency and
software developer, founded with his wife in 1990. Current clients include McMenamins,
BEARPAW shoes and Dr. Martens, City of Ashland, Ashland Chamber of Commerce and over
600 more.

Jim is the President and CEO of Ashland Home Net, Ashland’s largest Internet Service Provider
(ISP), Cable TV and Phone company with thousands of happy customers on the Ashland Fiber
Network. They also provide high-speed wireless internet for thousands of rural residents in
Southern Oregon via Rogue Broadband and Umpqua Broadband. In 2021 they launched
a Managed Home Wi-Fi service at ManagedHomeNet.com that works with any ISP.
Jim is a partner in Art Authority LLC, A company that prints and frames museum quality
reproductions from museums around the world via the website 1000Museums.com.
Jim is the publisher of the Southern Oregon Business Journal.
Jim is an innovator, public speaker, and educator. He has a best-selling app in the app store,
“Art Authority” and has created community services such as TodayInAshland.com,
be.alocalhero.com and FreBa.com.
Jim is very active in the community. He currently serves on the board of directors for Peoples
Bank, Rogue Valley Manor, Southern Oregon University Foundation, Southern Oregon
Historical Society, Talent Maker City, Northwest Telecommunications Association and Oregon
Connections Telecommunications Conference Inc. Former board appointments have included
the Ashland Independent Film Festival, Ashland Chamber of Commerce, the Southern Oregon
Telecommunications and Technology Council, Asante Foundation, Jefferson Public Radio,
Jackson County Fair and Expo, and Software Association of Oregon.
Jim and his wife Dena run all their businesses together and have two young adult children and
two grandchildren living in Harrisburg and Corvallis, Oregon. Jim & Dena live on a 30-acre
ranch in Ashland with lots of animals and high-speed wireless internet.

Master of Ceremonies: Joseph Franell

Joseph Franell is the President of Blue Mountain Networks, a rural competitive Internet service
provider and telephone company which includes Axxis Communications, Eastern Oregon
Telecom, and Gorge Networks. Blue Mountain Networks (BMN) serves residents and
businesses in more than 30 communities throughout Northeastern Oregon, Southeastern
Washington, and the Mid-Columbia River region of the Pacific Northwest. The Oregon
Business Magazine called Joe, “The Rural Connector” because of his effective leadership in
bringing broadband to rural markets in the region.
Joe served as a Governor appointed member of the Oregon Broadband Advisory Council
(OBAC) for thirteen years representing rural interests in the State. His initial appointment to
OBAC was in 2009. He served as the chair of the Council from 2010 to 2022.
Prior to coming to work at BMN, Franell was the Director of Information Technology for the city
of Ashland, Oregon, where he was responsible for the Ashland Fiber Network, a municipally
owned and operated broadband telecommunications company. During his tenure there, Ashland
was selected as one of the Intelligent Communities Forum’s Smart 21 Communities for 2007
and 2008, because of its innovative and visionary use of broadband technologies.

Joseph has been active as a speaker, writer, and guest on local and national radio shows. He
also serves as the Master of Ceremonies for the Oregon Connections Telecommunications
Conference. Franell is a ten-year veteran of the US Army, is happily married, and has one
daughter.

Master of Ceremonies: Diane Garcia

With an extensive background in Telecommunications, Diane Garcia has been involved in
various stages of Telecommunications sales, service, and support for over 27 years. Much of
that time has been spent in the Washington and Oregon areas, where she is currently a Virtual
Strategic Account Manager for Juniper Networks in Eugene, Oregon.
Her industry experience includes Network Planning, Network Engineering, Project Management,
and Outside Plant Engineering. Her ability to effectively utilize her needs analysis skills to
determine and propose the best communications paths her clients should be heading toward,
have gained her very high level of customer trust and loyalty.
Thank you to our Planning Committee
Pam Berrian, Duke Dexter, Joe Franell, Diane Garcia, Alexis Greenlee, Keith Grunberg, Adam
Haas, Brian McGuirk, John Irwin, Keith Mobley, Dave Sabala, Krystal Stone, Chris Tamarin
Marta Tarantsey, and Jim Teece.
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